
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

PUGDUNDEE NEWS 
Mid-Year Update 2013 

 

The magnificent 
Bamera male – 
Photo by Kshitij 
Gambhir, naturalist 
at Tree House 
Hideaway, 
Bandhavgarh 
A lot has happened 

since you last 
heard from us! 

 
Bandhavgarh’s 
dominant male tiger – 
Bamera – turned 9 
this year. Bamera 
took over his father 

(B-2’s) territory fairly 
easily after B-2’s 
demise and has since 
fought many battles 
to retain his 
stronghold. 
Recently, however, a 
mysterious new tiger 

(as yet unseen) is 
seriously challenging 
his dominance. 
Bamera is still king, 
but it remains to be 
seen for how long..... 



 
Photo by Chinmay Deshpande, naturalist at 

Kanha Earth Lodge 

King of the Jungle 
Munna, the dominant male tiger at Kanha (seen 

left), can easily be recognised by the unique striped 
pattern on his forehead. If you look closely, the centre 

of his forehead reads – CAT! So next time you’re 
staying in Kanha, look out for that CAT sign! 

  Volunteer Anyone? 

 
The Madhya Pradesh Caracal Conservation 

and Research Project 
requires volunteers willing to participate in field data 

collection. The goal is to survey forest areas 
between Panna and Noradehi Sanctuaries & collect 
evidence that establishes the presence of caracals 

(above photo by Shekhar Kolipaka) and other 
predators. After orientation, volunteers will be divided 
into groups & given assignments to monitor camera 
traps & spoor stations, collect scats & information on 
human disturbance in the forests. Volunteers should 
be willing to work with little supervision. If interested, 
write to Shekhar Kolipaka indicating your preferred 

dates at shekhar_k_s@yahoo.com 
Volunteer dates are between: 

20 September 2013 to 20 December 2013 
1 March 2014 to 30 May 2014 

 

Long-term Resident at Kanha Earth Lodge 
This Forsten’s cat snake (Boiga forsteni), 

and its family, have been residents at Kanha 
Earth Lodge for a long time. They were already 
here when we first arrived, and we’re proud to 

have been able to preserve their arboreal home 
(a tree near our dining hall and bar) all through 

our years of construction and operation. 
Members of the family are often sighted, 

especially by Chinmay, our resident 
herpetologist. The Forsten’s cat snake is a mildly 

venomous species of the rear-fanged colubrid 
family found in Nepal, Sri Lanka and India. It 
was named in honor of the Dutch naturalist, 
Eltio Alagondas Forsten (1811–1843), and is 

nocturnal and arboreal. 



 

L  O  D  G  E    R  E  S  I  D  E  N  T  S 

 
Resident Jungle Cat photographed at Kanha Earth Lodge via trap camera 

 

Left: This 
nocturnal visitor 
is a Jungle Cat. 

There are at least 
2-3 resident cats 

in our 21-acre 
compound at 
Tree House 
Hideaway. 

 
Right (top to 

bottom): Palm 
Civet Common 

in India’s forests. 
We have several 
residents at our 
lodges, but they 
are rarely seen 

as they are 
nocturnal and 

arboreal. 
 

Barking Deer: 
Seen walking to 

our watering 
hole, this tiny 

deer stands 2 ft 
tall and has a 

strange ‘barking’ 
alarm call. 

 
Wild Boar: 
Leaving the 

watering hole 
along a wellworn 

animal 
highway. A few 

boar families live 
at Tree House 
permanently.  

All our lodges now have photo trap cameras installed in their premises. The six pictures above were all taken remotely 
and feature animals that are permanent residents or frequent visitors at Tree House Hideaway, Bandhavgarh. 



Cubs Ahoy! 
These pictures feature sub-adult tiger cubs (nearly 2 years old). Around the time they are 

weaned, they start going on territorial walks with their mother and learn to hunt. The cubs are 
often capable (and nearly adult size) hunters by the time they are 11 months old. They become 

independent at 18 months, but it is not until they are 2–21/2 years old that they fully separate 
from their mother. Females reach sexual maturity at 3-4 years and males at 4-5 years. 

 
Below Bandhavgarh’s beloved tigress Kankati with her cubs at Badi Guffa – by Pradyot Rana April ‘13 

Bottom Banbehi’s cubs look intently at something in the distance – by Jason Fernandes June ‘13 

 
 

 
 



Pugdundee Safaris in the News 
The Guardian featured Ken River Lodge in their travel section on 20 July 2013. Backpackers’ Diaries: 
India’s Panna National Park follows an octogenarian biker on his safari through Panna where, among 

other animals, he spots a tigress with a fresh kill......Read more Backpackers’ Diaries 
 

National Geographic Traveller magazine’s May 2013 issue carried a feature on our first-ever 
inbound walking safari – along the Forsyth Trail in Satpura Tiger Reserve – organised by 

Pugdundee Safaris. Read on.... 
    

 
Parks such as Satpura and Panna nearby o!er excellent walking trails through mixed deciduous forests sprinkled with teak, sal, acacia, tendu 

(Indian ebony), mahua, and bamboo that support bushels of birdlife 
 

MY SECRET TIGER 
Satpura’s 40 tigers are remarkably well hidden 

BY CHRISTINA POCHMURSKY 

Surrounded by rugged teak and sal forests in the Satpura 
National Park, we’re looking for a secret India—a place where 
the rewards are not pre-packaged, an untamed land where 
anything could happen. I am on a three-day tented walking 
safari with ten other people, the first event of its kind in this 
park in Madhya Pradesh. It will allow us to go deeper into 
uncharted territory than day walks can. Of course, we are all 
hoping for the ultimate prize—a sighting of one of the 40 tigers 
that currently prowl through the 524 square kilometres 
sanctuary. 
    My first mistake is assuming this adventure would be just a 
walk in the park. I realise soon enough that this isn’t Himachal 
Pradesh with clearly defined paths, burnished with ancient 

for 35 years, decides that it is a good place to start. “It should 
take us only a few hours of going straight downhill to reach the 
river,” he says. 
    It becomes apparent to me that the rest of the group is 
related to mountain goats and I am not. Jet lag and blistering 
sun soon shred my energy and my hours of descent are 
neither elegant nor nimble. I arrive at the river’s edge drenched 
in sweat and stripped of panache. But spurred by a primal 
impulse, I plunge into the cool, clear rush of the river. It’s a 
kind of wilderness baptism by sun and water. I’m no longer just 
another tourist in India. I feel immersed, and on the other side 
of discomfort. 
   From there, it’s on to the first tented camp of our three-night 



footsteps. In Satpura, it’s anyone’s guess where a route will 
take you. As we peer down a steep slope at a nullah, Iain 
Allan, who has led walking safaris in East Africa 

safari, where hot showers, exquisite Indian cuisine, excellent 
wine, and comfortable cots wipe away any lingering fatigue. 
For the next two days, the beauties and history of the Satpuras 

 

 
The group (top left) walks single file through Satpura’s rugged wilderness; A row of spacious tents (top right) at the first camp, fitted with 
camp-cots and soft mattresses, are perfect for recovering from a long day of walking; An al fresco dinner (bottom left) by a campfire is a fitting 
reward for a hard day’s work; Cool o! by splashing around in the Denwa’s pristine water (bottom right). The trail follows the river pretty closely. 
 

unfold as we make our way across the unspoiled landscapes. 
In 1871, Captain John Forsythe of the British Bengal Lancers 
wrote about forests teeming with tiger and leopard, sambar, 
antelope, wild boar, and bison. His accounts of abundant 
wildlife now feel like wisps of smoke on a distant horizon. 
Today, tigers are seriously threatened by poachers and the 
loss of their habitat. In fact, Satpura National Park was 
specifically created as a tiger reserve in 1981 and it is one of 
the few that visitors are allowed to explore on foot.  
    I’ve never been a mad birder, but the glorious birdlife in the 
park is enough to take my breath away. Hornbills, jungle owls, 
rose-ringed parakeets, and racquet-tailed drongos swarm the 
tree tops, and provide a canopy of birdsong that becomes a 
brilliant soundtrack to our journey. 
    As for tigers? We didn’t even spot a pugmark. But 
somehow, it wasn’t a disappointment. 
    “Even if you don’t see them,” says Iain, “they see you, and if 
you pay attention, you can feel their presence within you.” 
     Later that week in Bandhavgarh National Park, I sped along 
for days in a sea of jeeps and spotted tigers that were 
oblivious to gawking tourists. They were magnificent animals, 
of course, but they seem to have lost some innate mystery 
because they were so easily available for photo-ops. 
    But in Satpura, pure wilderness still reigns and its tigers are 
still elusive and furtive creatures in the forests of the night. 
They are precious reminders that nature is both powerful and 
vulnerable. Although I never saw them, the tigers of Satpura 
are the ones I will never forget.  

ORIENTATION 
Satpura National Park is located 180 km south of Bhopal, in 
central Madhya Pradesh. 
 

GETTING THERE 
Bhopal is the closest airport (180 km/3 hour drive). 
Sohagpur (15 km), Pipariya (35 km), Hoshangabad (45 km), 
and Itarsi (60 km) are all railways stations that are a short 
drive from the park. 
 

SEASON 
October to April has cool temperatures and is for best 
wildlife viewing. The park is shut from 16 June to 16 
October. 
 

STAY 
A mobile camping safari is one of the most unique ways to 
experience Satpura’s wilderness. The walk, organised by 
Pugdundee Safari runs from mid-Nov to March and is a 5-
night programme (www.pugdundeesafaris.com; 4 days 
walking, 3 nights stay; costs approx. !1,00,000 per person 
including park fees, meals, guides, porters, and stay). 



 

Spotted! Great moments from last season...  

 
   

    

 

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
  

Clockwise from top left: Darter by Pugdundee Safaris; Indian roller by Makhdoomali Girkar; Malabar 
giant squirrel by Jason Fernandes; Vine snake by Shivraj, Tree House Hideaway; Barasingha by 
Chinmay Deshpande, Kanha Earth Lodge; Spotted owlet by Dr. Munir Virani; Jungle cat by Shashi 
Choubey; Common kingfisher by Pugdundee Safaris 



 

 

Pugdundee Safaris’ Awards 
 

Pugdundee Safaris was awarded India’s Best Safari Company 
of the Year by the Stars of the Industry Awards in Singapore in 

August 2013 
Kanha Earth Lodge won The Golden Star–Most Admired Eco- 

Lodge of the Year at the Golden Star Awards in Mumbai in 
February 2013 

 

Coming Up Next Season 
Pugdundee’s Wildlife Photography Workshop with Sudhir Shivaram in Nov 2013 

Sudhir is a part of the Canon Professional Photographers Panel and the winner of the Sanctuary–Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year Award in 2012. Join him in Kanha and Bandhavgarh this November to learn the 

finer points of wildlife photography. Sudhir believes a deep understanding of and concern for the wild 
environment ought to be an integral part of every great photographer. To join in this unique experience 

register at www.saevus.in/index.php?m=PUGHDUNDEE+WILDLIFE+PHOTOGRAPHY 
+WORKSHOP&s=workshop-8-register 

Peacock dancing and displaying its plumage – Photo by Sudhir Shivaram 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See you in October! 
Follow us on www.facebook.com/pugdundeesafari 

For Bookings: +91-124-4222657, 4222658, 4222659, +91-98102 53436, 88006 37711 

Email: sales@pugdundeesafaris.com • Web: www.pugdundeesafaris.com; 

Editor: vandana.mohindra@gmail.com 


